
Hi – my name is Harry.
I’m 9 years old, and I am 

a Pomeranian dog.

You probably will know Pomeranians are the smallest size of European Spitz dogs. Apart from 
being very small, I am also very curious and rather smart and like to know everything going on 
inside and outside of my home – can’t help this, it’s in my genes. As a nosey little fellow, I’ve 
also found out lots of information about my family and their history. So here is my story and I 
hope you will find it interesting.

In the beginning…

My ancestors originally came from Europe where 
we were once one of the most popular dog breeds, 
especially in Germany, Italy and Holland.  Some 
say we descended from dogs that lived several 
thousand years ago in central Europe. Bronze-age 
remains of my ancestors have been discovered by 
archaeologists in Switzerland, southern Germany, 
in northern Italy and across the Balkans. The 
ancient Greeks were very fond of us and about 2500 
years ago began to decorate vases, plates and even
tombstones with our image - like the one of the 
young girl who died in Alexandria 2300 years ago, 
commemorated playing with her little dog. 
Meanwhile, in Italy, the Etruscans and then the 
Romans did much the same thing. Of course some 
of my ancestors also lived in Germany, and a model 
of a Spitz dog was found in a 2200 year old tomb in 
Württemberg.  So now you know we have been 
around for a very long time.  

What did people call us?

A long time ago our largest relatives were often called Wolf dogs and smaller dogs were 
sometimes called Fox dogs like the Fuchs Spitz (Fox Spitz) in Germany and the Volpino 
(little fox) in Italy. The most common name though was either the Spitz dog or the Pommer 
dog. There are lots of old variations of the name Pommer throughout Europe. In the English 
language the term Pomeranian originates from the old name Pommer. 



In Britain from about 1760, when we first became a fashionable breed, until around 1910,
 no matter which country in Western Europe we came from, whether we were big or small, 
our original breed name was dropped and we were all called Pomeranians. This is why our 
breed history can sometimes be a bit confusing as some of us were born in Germany, some 
in Italy others in France or Switzerland. Lots of us were quite small even in the late 1700s.

Now Pomeranian only applies to the smallest size, and my European relatives are known by 
other names given them in their country of origin.  

What did we do for a living?

First and foremost, we were watchdogs! As an 
intelligent, loyal and honest breed we knew our 
role and looked after whatever property we were 
assigned. Depending on our size or colour, we 
watched over farmyards, mills, vineyards, private 
homes and gardens – and sometimes mansions, 
castles or palaces.

We also guarded goods on various types of 
vehicles - usually carts or carriages, but sometimes 
river boats. In Germany and England Pomeranian 
dogs were known to accompany the mail coach 
to protect it when the coach pulled up to rest or 
change the horses.  

We were raised to have the good sense to frighten 
off intruders or thieves by a barrage of loud barking, 
without biting.

above - The Fuhrmann-Spitze, or wagoner’s Spitzes, by Friedrich Specht. One little dog is sitting 
on the horse’s back.

Despite having a long history as a working dog, 
perhaps we are best known in our role as a 
very faithful and most  interesting companion of 
man. Among the glowing character testimonials 
given over the years, a favourite of mine was 
written by the author and historian Edward 
Gibbon in 1775. He said his Pomeranian was 
‘the comfort of my life’, adding that she was 
‘pretty, impertinent, fantastical, all that  a young 
lady of fashion ought to be.’

Mrs Bouncer, a little white Pomeranian given to 
Charles Dickens’ daughter Mamie in 1859, was 
as devoted to Mr Dickens as he was to her. Mrs 
Bouncer lived to be 15 years old. 



After 1873

The Kennel Club was founded in 1873, and Pomeranians were 
one of the original breeds recognised. A variety of sizes 
were shown until about 1915. Shortly before the Pomeranian 
Club was founded in 1891, breeders in England began   
importing small Spitz dogs from the Mannheim area of Germany 
and Italy. Sometimes they interbred them, and now and then 
they incorporated older English lines. In this way, they eventually 
developed the modern type of small Pomeranian, and various 
colours – orange being the favourite colour since about 1905.

right - Blackie, a favourite of the future King Edward VII and his family. 
He was born in Bad Homburg, Germany about 1891

We were very popular with Queen Victoria and her son, 
the future King Edward VII. The Queen brought her 
original dogs from Italy in 1888, but her son and his 
daughters liked the German variety. So we’re used to 
moving in the highest circles!

left - Queen Victoria’s Gena, born in Florence, Italy circa 1888

Because the Kennel Club has kept records of 
all my registered ancestors, I know the name of 
many of my distant grandparents, like the first 
Pomeranian champion Rob of Rozelle and then 
there’s Fritz, a black dog from Germany shown 
in 1874. Oh – and I should mention my 28th 
great grandmother Kitsey, born in 1889, behind 
most Pomeranians to this day.

Above right  - Kitsey, sitting on the cushion alongside her daughter Viva, born in 1894

I hope this little story about my heritage leads you to find out 
more about us and maybe one day you will consider having 
your very own Pomeranian dog.

left - Perhaps the first 
‘modern type’ of Pomeranian - Shelton Merlin born in 1905.
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